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Pictured above are activities and displays from the 2016 Region 5 Winter Seminar courtesy of Trish Patrick and Tenlea Turner 

Start 2017 right with the IPN Winter Seminar on Saturday, January 28th, at Ames High 
School, 1921 Ames High Dr. in Ames. Doors open at 11:30 with the program starting at 
12:30. There will be 20 plus displays and vendors to visit before the program and during breaks -
including original art work, photography, nature related books, conservation organizations and 
services. 
As of this writing the following presenters had been confirmed:
 Joe McGovern, President of the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation - "Funding Iowa's Water and 

Land Legacy (IWILL) - Making it over the finish line in 2017 and other conservation funding 
issues“

 Pauline Drobney, USFWS Region 3 Zone Biologist – “Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge - The 
25 year journey”

 Jean Eells, Owner, E Resource Group - “Collecting Modern Prairie History”
Proceeds from the 18th IPN Silent Auction* will support two projects; the Drake University Prairie 
Rescue and Restoration Internships (Rosburg's Weekend Warriors) and the IPN Scholarships to 
help young people attend prairie conferences. Pizza will be ordered for attendees wanting to stay 
and visit following the meeting. Please check the IPN website, www.iowaprairienetwork. org for 
updates to program details.
The Winter Seminar was held at Ames High School for the first time in 2016. It was convenient to 
have all of the programs, displays, silent auction items, and refreshments in one building with lots 
of space, and parking nearby. One hundred eighty-five people attended the afternoon seminars 
featuring 6 speakers. The Silent Auction raised $3000 to assist with the purchase and 
management of the Sellberg Prairie in Story County. Ames High students from The Bluestem 
Institute provided assistance throughout the event. We look forward to working with them again 
in 2017.
Region 5 IPN members have organized a winter meeting since 1991, and the tradition continues in 
2017! Mark your calendars for January 28, 2017 and plan on reuniting with friends and fellow 
prairie enthusiasts at Ames High School. There is no preregistration required or fee charged to 
attend the seminar. 

* Auction items can be brought to the meeting site starting at 9:00 on the 28th - Please contact 
Laura Norian at lkbnorian@mac.com regarding your donation and for more information. Drop off 
sites are available in Ames and Des Moines before the 27th.

mailto:lkbnorian@mac.com
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Why Fire?
Submitted by Tenlea Turner

“These extensive planes had been lately birnt and the grass had sprung up and was about 
three inches high. Vast herds of Buffaloe deer Elk and Antilopes were seen feeding in every 
direction as far as the eye of the observer could reach.”
SEPTEMBER 16, 1804, Lewis & Clark Journal Entry

Prairies and savannas are disturbance-dependent ecosystems that are rejuvenated by 
disturbances like extreme summer heat and winter cold, drying winds, grazing animals, 
and fire.  It is widely understood that fire is an integral component to the sustainment of 
prairie ecosystems.  Historical records indicate that Native Americans used fire to 
stimulate new growth of grasses to attract game animals, maintain clear passage, 
reduce the potential for wildfire threat to villages, and improve species richness that in 
turn improved their quality of life. 

Native prairie plants evolved over time to resist, or rely on fire for survival.  Settlement 
of the prairie led to suppression of fire to protect crops, livestock, structures, and lives. 
Without fire, the 0.1 percent of Iowa prairie that survived the plow soon succumbed to 
woody shrubs, trees, and invasive species of vegetation.  The reintroduction of fire has 
proved to be successful in prairie restoration and reconstruction projects.  Including fire 
in a land management plan improves plant quality and diversity, controls invasive 
species, and restores wildlife habitat.

Pauline Drobney, USFWS Region 3 Prairie and Savanna Zone Biologist, explains that the 
timing and frequency of a prescribed fire depends on your management objectives as 
well as ecological costs. The season in which you choose to burn can produce different 
benefits, and risks. Dormant season burns refer to the time period after vegetation dies 
down in fall and before it begins to grow in spring.  Burns in this season tend to be less 
intense and patchy, stimulate regeneration of native forbs, and have reduced impact on 
invertebrates.  Spring burns are more intense, and are effective in controlling cool 
season grasses but can be detrimental to tender cool season native forbs and some 
invertebrates.  Growing season burns, in summer months, control woody species and 
other invasives but can have a greater impact on wildlife and invertebrates.  Long-term 
results need to be weighed against the short-term affects.  A generally accepted rotation 
of burns is 2 - 5 years, but that too can change with management objectives.

Prescribed burns are a valuable tool in a land management plan but should not be 
executed without the appropriate preparation.  Before you fire up the drip torch, 
contact an agency or organization like IADNR, USFWS, or IPN, to help guide you through 
the planning process and a safe and successful burn.

Resources:
“Where the Sky Began – Land of the Tallgrass Prairie”; John Madson, University of Iowa Press 1995
“Oneota Flow – The Upper Iowa River and Its People”; David S. Faldet, University of Iowa Press 2009
Special thanks to Pauline Drobney for her contribution.

Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, Photo by Tenlea Turner

McNeil Prairie, Woodbury County
Photo: Leesa McNeil

Maminka Prairie, Jasper County
Photo: Tenlea Turner

Webster County
Photo: Tenlea Turner



Meet our IPN Board Members
Region 1

Region 2

Leesa McNeil
Leesa and her husband, Jon Nylen, live on and work to restore a small acreage of virgin 
Loess Hills prairie. Leesa is a member of the Iowa State Preserves Board and is member of 
the Loess Hills Audubon Society.

Dotty Zales
Dotty is a member of the membership committee & Region 1 Director.  She lives with her 
husband of 50 years, Bill, on 300 acres of some original, some restored & some recreated 
prairie on the Ridge Road Loop of the Loess Hills Scenic By-Way in Westfield. Dotty & Bill 
grew up in the Chicagoland area where she was a K-8 Children's Librarian for 24 years then 
moved to Iowa upon retirement in 1999. She enjoys gardening, harvesting prairie seed, 
hiking, traveling, reading, cooking, and spending time with her daughter, son, their spouses, 
and her three darling grandchildren.

Dave Hansen
Dave Hansen is a Vietnam veteran, retired farmer, SWCD commissioner, and Toys for 
Tots workhorse. He has been on the IPN board for 20 years and is a past 
president. Dave and Patty have constructed prairie on the Clear Lake farm where 
Dave grew up, including 163 permanent acres in WRP, and many more acres in 
CRP. Dave's interest in prairie comes from his fascination with Iowa's natural history, 
especially the development of the fertility of Iowa's soils, which came directly from 
prairie.

Don Nelson – IPN Secretary
Don grew up on a farm north of Rockford, Iowa.  He earned his BS from ISU, 
attended the Meteorology Program at St. Louis University, was a Weather 
Forecaster in the US Air Force and attained the rank of Captain.  He earned his MS 
degree in Agricultural Engineering from the University of Kentucky and worked for 
the Agricultural Extension Service in Hawaii for three years.  Don farmed his family 
farm and then bought his own farm in the same area.  He has several acres of CRP, 
some prairie, and some previously planted that he has converted to prairie plants.  
He recently planted nearly 20 acres of Pollinator CRP.  Along with spending time on 
the prairie learning about plants, birds, and animals, Don enjoys kayaking, working 
on his farm machinery, and especially photography.
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Region 3
Daryl Smith
Emeritus Professor of Biology and Advocate Tallgrass Prairie Center, UNI.  Smith, a 
native of southeast Iowa, has been involved in science teaching for more than fifty 
years. His activities and achievements in prairie conservation and restoration are 
much too extensive to list in this limited space. He has maintained an active program 
in prairie preservation, management, and restoration since he planted an 8-acre 
tallgrass prairie on campus in 1973, taught more than 30 different courses in science 
and science education, received a multitude of honors in conservation, and 
contributed to numerous grassland publications. He has been involved with IPN, in 
some capacity, since its inception.

Laura Helmich
Laura is originally from Sioux City Iowa, but currently lives in Prairie du Chien
Wisconsin. She has a bachelor's degree from Iowa State University in 
Forestry with a minor in animal ecology. Laura became interested in prairie 
when she did a summer internship with Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation.

Region 4

Kali Downs
Kali is a K-12 art teacher and prairie enthusiast. Her passion for the prairie 
started in college while working for the Tallgrass Prairie Center at UNI. She 
moved to southwest Iowa and began volunteering for Pottawattamie County 
Conservation. While volunteering she helps with prairie seed collection and 
environmental education.

Kody Wohlers
Kody holds a B.S. in Environmental Science and a minor in Biology from Central 
College in Pella, Iowa. He grew up in rural Beebeetown, in southern Harrison 
County. He was introduced into the county conservation board system while 
holding internships for Harrison and Pottawattamie Counties in 2003 and 
2004. During his internship at Hitchcock Nature Center in 2004, Kody developed 
a curiosity and passion for ecological restoration in the Loess Hills. Kody began 
full time employment as a Conservation Technician for the Natural Areas 
Management department of the Pottawattamie County Conservation Board 
based at Hitchcock Nature Center in September of 2007. Kody regularly attends 
prescribed fire training and wildfire opportunities throughout the country to 
continuously improve his skills and knowledge of the trade. Kody operates the 
equipment maintenance program for Natural Areas Management, performs 
school programs, assists with prescribed fire operations for PCCB and within the 
Loess Hills, supervises summer interns, manages the HNC management deer 
hunt, performs facilities development for all areas, and assists with the overall 
natural areas management of all PCCB areas as well as some privately owned 
properties in the area.  He is an avid outdoorsman and land steward.
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Region 5 Anna MacDonald
Anna grew up in Des Moines, and always had an interest in the outdoors. She decided to 
pursue that interest professionally after taking an Environmental Conservation class at Des 
Moines Area Community College.  She worked at Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge 
during college, and obtained her bachelor’s in Animal Ecology from Iowa State University.  
She worked various field jobs for a couple of years and returned to Iowa State for her 
master’s in Wildlife Ecology.  Anna now works in Winterset as a Watershed Project 
Coordinator for the Madison County Soil & Water Conservation District, where she works 
together with landowners, farmers, and other conservation partners to implement 
conservation practices to keep soil and nutrients on the land and out of water.  Anna 
values the Iowa Prairie Network because it brings together all kinds of people who 
appreciate prairies and provides an opportunity to share and learn from one another, visit 
special places, and work together for the benefit of prairies. 

Mark Wilson – IPN President
Mark joined the IPN Board in the summer of 2015, and was elected President in July, 
2016. Mark is the Iowa Program Manager for the Conservation Corps Minnesota and 
Iowa. Mark joined the Corps as a crew leader in 2011. He describes himself as a home 
grown, corn fed Iowan through and through. After graduating from the University of 
Northern Iowa with a degree in Biology: Ecology and Systematics in 2010, he worked 
with the Iowa DNR before joining the Corps. 2012 brought Mark south of the border 
where he served with the AmeriCorps St. Louis Emergency Response Team. In the fall of 
2012, he returned to the Corps as a staff member before taking on the Iowa Program 
Manager position in the spring of 2014.

Region 6

Tenlea Turner
Since earning her Environmental Science degree in 2014 Tenlea has completed internships in 
Biology, Vegetation Management, and Visitor Services at Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, 
and held a seasonal position with the IA DNR conducting rare butterfly surveys in the Loess 
Hills region of Iowa.  Tenlea is currently a Biology Technician for the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service working on the Monarch Monitoring Trial program developing monarch monitoring 
protocol that will be used by citizen scientists and volunteers in the future.  She is a member 
of the IPN Communications Committee and editor of the IPN Newsletter.

Pam White
Pam’s love of plants and animals began while growing up on the farm and sharing both 
her grandmothers’ enthusiasm for gardening. She attended William Penn University 
and carried a double major in chemistry and natural science.  She graduated with a 
secondary science teaching certificate.  After completing an internship in medical 
terminology, Pam’s life-long career has been in hospital laboratories.  Her involvement 
with IPN started with a prairie meeting advertised in the local shopper where she met 
one of southeast Iowa’s first prairie enthusiasts, Gene Kromray.  At her first field trip, 
Georgetown Cemetery near Albia, she met other prairie enthusiasts like Martha 
Skillman, Sue Irving, and Glenda Buenger and she was hooked.  She’s been on the IPN 
board for 14 years, leads monthly prairie hikes, and coordinates prairie rescue and seed 
collecting events in Region 6.  She enjoys every field trip and meeting, learning about 
plants and animals, and most of all every prairie person she has met. Page 5



Region 7
Ray Hamilton
Ray is a founder and charter member of IPN. His passion is facilitating the 
identification, acquisition, and protection of natural areas. Ray’s personal and 
collaborative projects include numerous local quality areas. He is especially happy with 
his role in preserving 3 prairies, a savanna complex, a fen, 3 algific talus slopes and 2 
miles of woodland river corridor, comprising a total of 1500 acres. As an independent 
voice, Ray gathered input from a variety of biological specialties to create a novel and 
holistic approach to prairie management. This research and his hands-on experience as 
a resource manager led him to write the “The Native Prairie Management Guide” as an 
alternative to concerns over traditional rotational burns. Ray thinks IPN is a great 
organization to promote the importance of the prairie biome to the world.

Jennifer Nieland
Jennifer has a BA in Environmental Science.  She lives in Dubuque County and works 
for the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). Her job is ag-conservation 
oriented, and she works to build understanding and knowledge in these crucial 
areas. Jennifer sets up events in her area to spread more information about prairies 
and how they relate to everyone in Iowa.

At-Large Andy Asell
Andy has served as an IPN At-Large Board member since 2007.  He graduated from 
Chariton HS in 1992, earned his BS in Geography from the University of Iowa and 
worked for the DNR’s Iowa Geological Survey in Iowa City where he supervised 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) projects for the DNR’s GIS Section. Andy is 
founding member of the “Friends of Rochester Cemetery” which happens to be 
situated amongst one of the best-preserved white oak savannas in Iowa…or 
perhaps the world. In 2011, Andy transferred to Des Moines to become the GIS 
Analyst for the DNR’s Watershed Improvement Section and provides mapping 
support for around 50 watershed-scale and urban conservation projects for the 
DNR, the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, and various 
county and municipal entities. In his free time, Andy enjoys hunting, fishing, 
beekeeping, and restoring a prairie and timber in southern Warren County for 
founding IPN member, Martha Skillman. He currently resides in Indianola with his 
wife Stacy, his daughters Abby (13) and Lyla (11), and his golden retriever sidekick, 
Mooch. 

Jon Judson – IPN Vice President
Jon is a native Iowan that has spent his life working with natural resources. He runs a 
natural resource consulting and management business called Diversity Farms, based 
near Dedham, Iowa. The primary focus of the business is producing and planting 
locally native prairie seed. Jon has been a member of the Iowa Prairie Network for 
nearly 20 years and is currently the Vice President of the organization.
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Michelle Biodrowski
Michelle currently works for Conservation Districts of Iowa as a Private Lands Wetland 
Easement Team Specialist covering the SW portion of Iowa with the USDA-NRCS Area 
Easement Specialist. Her past professional experience includes the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources as a Habitat Specialist, and the nonprofit organization Keep 
Omaha Beautiful as the environmental education coordinator. Michelle received her 
B.S. in Environmental Science and M.S. in Biology from the University of Nebraska. 

Jacob Pitzenberger
I was born and raised in north central Iowa. After living out west for a year, I 
returned to attend Iowa State University where I majored in Animal Ecology 
and Religious Studies. Following graduation I worked as a technician on a 
patch-burn-graze project in southern Iowa, then multiple seasonal positions 
with the Iowa DNR as a technician and then as a naturalist. Currently, I assist 
with the management of a large private hunting and wildlife preserve in 

central Iowa.

Ryan Schmidt
Ryan grew up in the small southeast Iowa town of Keswick. He spent his early 
years hunting and fishing with his family on their family farms, all the while 
learning about and developing a keen interest and passion for Iowa’s outdoors. 
This interest led Ryan to pursue a degree in Environmental Science at Central 
College in Pella. He currently holds the position of Land Stewardship Director  
with Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation.  When not working to protect and 
restore Iowa’s precious natural areas, Ryan enjoys playing and watching sports, 

hunting, fishing and spending time with friends.

Ed Sibley – IPN Treasurer
Ed retired from teaching for 22 years at Western Iowa Tech Community College 
in Sioux City. He taught all facets of business/entrepreneurship except the areas 
of personal income tax and cost accounting. Prior to teaching Ed was a credit 
union manager for seven years and a bank employee for five years before 
that. He does some business consulting for various small businesses in the 
surrounding area. Ed has been active in establishing prairies in the area and was 
instrumental in getting South Sioux City, NE to plant 30 acres of prairie along the 
riverfront. It is now in place and ready to grow. Ed is the IPN Treasurer, a 
member of the Audubon Society, Sierra Club, and several other organizations.

At-Large continued…
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Region 1:
Leesa McNeil
(Woodbury Co.)

Dotty Zales
(Plymouth Co.)

Region 2:
Dave Hansen
(Cerro Gordo Co.)

Don Nelson
(Floyd Co.)

Region 3:
Daryl Smith
(Black Hawk Co.)

Laura Helmich
(Clayton Co.)

Region 7:
Ray Hamilton
(Jackson Co.)

Jennifer Nieland
(Dubuque Co.)

Region 4:
Kali Downs
(Pottawattamie Co.)

Kody Wohlers
(Pottawattamie Co.)

Region 5:
Anna MacDonald
(Madison Co.)

Mark Wilson
(Story Co.)

Region 6:
Pam White
(Mahaska Co.)

Tenlea Turner
(Marion Co.)

Members At-Large: 
Andy Asell
(Warren Co.)

Jon Judson
(Carroll Co.)

Michelle Biodrowski
(Pottawattamie Co.) 

Jacob Pitzenberger
(Polk Co.)

Ryan Schmidt
(Dallas Co.)

Ed Sibley
(Woodbury Co.)

Map of IPN Regions 
Iowa counties where our Board Members live and/or work are shown in parenthesis.

Our board members, like our members, come from all corners of the state, different walks of life, levels of 
education, and employment histories.  What we have in common is our appreciation of our prairie heritage, 
our unquenchable thirst for knowledge of this valuable ecosystem, the willingness to help protect, restore 
and reconstruct prairie where ever possible, and our desire to share our enthusiasm with others. You don’t 
need to be an expert to be part of IPN, you just need the passion.
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2017 Events

Page 3

Membership Corner 
IPN has 163 members that share an enthusiasm for prairies!  Consider joining today!  

Name(s): ________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________City: ____________________ 

State: ______ Zip Code: __________ County: ___________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________ 

Phone (optional): _________________________ Circle one: home - work - cell 

Membership Levels & Dues (check one):
____ Student ............. Free; please provide a valid school email address or ID 
____ Intern ................ $10 
____ Individual .......... $20
____ Family ................ $30 

Newsletter Options (check one):
____ Prefer to receive newsletters via e-mail at the address listed above ...... $0 
____ Prefer to receive printed newsletters via mail .................................. add $5 
IPN is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization

Please make checks payable to: 
Iowa Prairie Network 
c/o Edward M. Sibley, Treas. 4015 Sergeant Road, Sioux City, IA 51106 

The membership form can also be downloaded from our website – click “Join Us”

Upcoming Events – check the IPN calendar for details, updates, and more events!
www.iowaprairienetwork.org

January 

28

28

IPN Region 5 Winter Seminar 12:30 – 5:00 p.m. – Ames High School, 
Ames, IA
Winter Naturalist Hike 10 -11 a.m. – Neal Smith National Wildlife 
Refuge

February

18
25

25

Cabin Fever Day 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Neal Smith NWR
IPN Region 6 Winter Meeting 12:00 noon – Pioneer Ridge County 
Conservation Center south of Ottumwa, IA – Potluck followed by 
presentation: “Bug Basics – Insects of the Prairie” by Moni Haynes
Indoor Archery and More! 1 – 3:30 p.m. – Neal Smith NWR

March
28-29 Iowa Invasive Species Conference 2017 – Honey Creek Resort at 

Rathbun Lake, Moravia, IA

Have you registered your prairie or 
garden with Plant.Grow.Fly. yet?

IPN is an official partner of 
Plant.Grow.Fly., the Blank Park 

Zoo's initiative to promote 
habitat for our native 

pollinators.  You can help by 
registering your backyard 

pollinator garden or prairie at
www.plantgrowfly.org

The Iowa Prairie Network is a grass-roots, volunteer, organization that is dedicated to the preservation of 
Iowa's prairie heritage. IPN was formed in 1990 by Iowans concerned that our prairie heritage was 

disappearing. People needed an organization that would bring those who know about prairie together with 
those who wanted to learn, to form a network of advocacy for Iowa's natural heritage.

Training session in dormant season 
plant identification at The Richard 
W. Pohl State Preserve/Ames High 
School Prairie.  January 2016
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Iowa Prairie Network
4015 Sergeant Rd.

Sioux City, IA 51106-4013

www.IowaPrairieNetwork.org

www.facebook.com/IowaPrairieNetwork

Join the group!
We use our Facebook Page and Group to share prairie-related news and updates.  
Join our online community!

IPN’s Mission: To Learn About, Teach About, Enjoy, and Protect Iowa’s Prairie Heritage


