Briefly, problems I see that are critical issues to prairie preservation are:

-lack of awareness and understanding of value and even of the

 existence/past extent of prairie/savanna.  Values are aesthetic, historic, economic, quality of life (ie:  things such as water quality, carbon sequestration, soil building, recreation, etc.), certainly there are others.
 -invasive species.  We should strive to be more pro-active in keeping new invasives in Iowa like spotted knapweed and leafy spurge out of remnants that do not yet have them.  This will require a whole system of spotting and reporting and acting.  Initial efforts have begun RE:  a model like the Nature Mapping program.
-prairies need to be purchased with larger buffers to help mitigate issues of edge effect and practicalities of long-term preservation.

-there should be stringent guidelines on how to harvest/manage remnants if equipment is involved.  Contamination of remnants with invasives from other prairies or from non-prairie areas is a very real possibility when invasive or non-local seed clings to harvesting or mowing equipment used in multiple places.
-contamination of prairie remnants or high quality reconstructions using non-local ecotype, cultivar, or inappropriate species in nearby sites. Ex: CRP plantings using cultivars or non-local seed adjacent to a prairie remnant.
-lack of fire on remnants is further degrading many remnants that could recover, but that may not be recoverable within the foreseeable future.
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