Problems with Iowa’s Prairies

Tree and shrub invasion is a major threat to Iowa’s prairies.  This is especially true in the southern part of the state and on the hill prairies of the northeast.  Public and private agencies have limited resources to deal with this problem.  More volunteer work like “Prairie Rescue Day”, but on a larger scale and a more regular basis, is likely to be one of the important solutions.

A somewhat smaller, but growing threat, to prairies is invasion by herbaceous weeds.  Volunteer work would again be one important solution.

A shortage of funding for purchasing land by public and private conservation agencies has been a historical problem, but it has become much worse this year.  REAP has been reduced to a small fraction of its previous funding level and consequently public/private cost share projects will be eliminated.  The citizens of Iowa will need to make their views known at the state capitol in an effort to restore funding to historical levels.

Many of the prairies owned by public and private conservation agencies are rather small and are vulnerable to activities on adjacent land.  Buffer land needs to be purchased from willing sellers and planted with seed from the adjacent prairie.

Iowa has not had a statewide natural areas inventory program (searching public and private land for rare species and good examples of plant communities) since 1992.  This hampers efforts by public and private conservation agencies to protect the best remaining examples of prairie in the state.
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