Prairie Problems in Polk County

· We (they) have paved most of the County.  What isn’t paved is about to be.  Development and intensive land use are destroying what natural landscape still remains.  Sprawl is now reaching out into previously rural areas and destroying the “rough” land (remaining natural areas) bypassed by modern agriculture.

· Alien invasive species are a serious concern in all natural areas.

· Conditions related to population density restrict management options.  Fire and chemical use as well as other management techniques are restricted by the close proximity of roads and housing.  Encroachment by development into or immediately adjacent to park and preserve boundaries exacerbate these problems.

· Management by neighboring landowners directly effect the quality and sustainable character of natural areas i.e. erosion, chemical drift.

· Political pressure from politicians and business supporters restrict the freedom of public employees to comment openly and honestly about development proposals.
· Funding is inadequate to purchase threatened resources, conduct biological inventories, address new opportunities, or adequately staff existing programs.

· Recreation and/or development are valued over restoration and open space, at least by those leading the parade.  
· The popular and rapidly growing “sport” of ravaging natural areas with an ATV is epidemic in the County.  This activity plus rogue horse riders and mountain bikers do immeasurable damage to prairie and wetland resources.
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