Threats I see for native prairie

Though there are several and they seem to be woven in some unchartered web, I will focus on what I feel is the underlying problem:
 

And that is, people (landowners) have very little concept of what prairie is and why it is important to protect it.  If they don't know what it is or have any connection to it, then they most likely will see no reason to protect it.  Nearly all the landowners I have worked with on prairie management have taken considerable one-on-one education.  Furthermore, our current society's farmers believe that all land should return cash in order to not be considered "waste land".  Our government (and their subsidy programs) further exacerbate the problem by giving them cash rewards for turning "waste land" into "productive" farm land.  I am (slightly) hopeful that provisions in the new farm bill will help provide that economic return that farmers must have in order to not consider prairie just more "waste land".  What I believe is we (as concerned land managers) must do is to continue to educate about "what is prairie" and "why it is important to protect".  This education must be taken directly to the landowners.  Our mission then, is to educate the educators.  And those educators include our agency staff - NRCS, DNR, Co. Cons.,etc.
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