“Worst Prairie Problem in Iowa”
     To begin with, we are dealing with a legacy of more than 99.9% of the original prairie converted to agricultural land and other human related uses.  Most, probably all, of the remaining remnants are too small and many are degraded.  As I often say, “tiny prairie islands scattered across an alien agricultural sea.“  That means we must devote much time and effort to management of the prairie remnants as they are subject to constant edge pressures and alien invasion. 
     So, I guess, my answer to your problem question would be two related aspects, the lack of buffer areas around our prairie remnants and insufficient prairie management.  Without buffers the prairie remnants are subjected to such problems as herbicide drift, siltation, human impact and invasion of exotic species.  With insufficient management, the prairie remnants suffer from invasion of exotic species, encroachment and expansion of undesirable native species, decline or loss of conservative species, and unnatural succession due to lack of a full complement of native plant and animal species. These are the result of a lower priority for prairies and a lack of funds. 
     Two approaches could be used to begin to rectify this situation. One approach would be to acquire buffer areas around the prairie remnants and begin prairie reconstruction in these buffer areas.  Cayler Prairie could be a good model for this approach.  The state with the help of the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation has acquired land on the N, NE and E sides of Cayler.  The reconstruction technique being used by The Nature Conservancy at Freda Haffner Kettlehole Preserve could be used on the portion that has no prairie and restoration techniques could be used on the few small portions containing a critical mass of relict prairie species.  The other approach could approximate that being used by Nature Conservancy in their Loess Hills Prairie Initiative.  Areas containing a complex of prairie remnants of varying quality interspersed with agricultural land could be coalesced into a large project involving both prairie reconstruction and restoration. 
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