I can't decide on the worst problem faced by Iowa prairies.   But here are three serious and sometimes-overlooked problems:    

(1) Prairie remnants not being recognized as prairies.   Unrecognized Iowa prairies are often regarded as marginal land, automatically appropriate for gravel mining, dumping, subdivisions, tree plantings, roads, ponds, etc.   We need to teach more Iowans to recognize prairie remnants if we want more chances to save them. 

(2) Prairies not being included in state laws, local zoning, and other regulations.   As one example, prairies, unlike woodlands, are not listed in the Iowa Code as places that the Department of Transportation should try to avoid destroying.   When prairies aren't legally recognized, conflicts ensue, and agencies that may want to protect prairies are hampered.  Changing public policy is never easy, but it must be done. 

(3)  The use of genetically inappropriate material for Iowa prairie plantings.   The long-term potential impacts of planting aggressive cultivars near prairie remnants, for example, aren't known.    We need to strongly encourage Iowans and public programs to balance the desire for rapid, widespread prairie plantings with the need to protect prairie remnants, and the need for quality and genetic integrity in new prairie plantings.         
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