
In a state with less than 0.1% of its dominant biological community left intact, the Loess Hills present an exciting opportunity for conservation.  The majority of Iowa’s remaining prairie is found in the Loess Hills where rugged topography defies the plow and an unusually xeric microclimate has slowed the invasion of woody vegetation.


The Stewardship Committee of the Loess Hills Alliance has taken on the challenge of empowering private landowners, conservation agencies, and private entrepreneurs to facilitate stewardship of natural areas.  To date, we have awarded grants for stewardship equipment, secured a cache of prescribed fire equipment for landowners in each of the 7 counties, hosted prescribed fire workshops for landowners, provided fire training for agency personnel, hired intern crews to provide on-the-ground assistance to private landowners, and contributed to a Prairie Restoration cost-share program.


Natural areas in the Loess Hills are suffering from an altered fire regime and the Stewardship Committee has committed itself to addressing this issue.  We are currently working towards assembling a mobile crew of professional fire applicators that will focus on implementing prescribed fire in significant tracts of the Loess Hills.  Members of the Stewardship Committee are also participating in The Nature Conservancy’s national Fire Learning Network.  This project will culminate in a comprehensive Fire Management Plan for the Loess Hills that will address objectives and procedures for all facets of fire management including:  education, planning, implementation, fuel manipulation, wildfire suppression, and fire effects monitoring.  
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