Uncovering the Prairie

South central Iowa is the home to thousands of acres of cool season grass pastures.  Much of the area is not compatible to farming and therefore has never been touched by the plow or modern day herbicides.  What is so fascinating about this area is the prairie still exists.  You see it along the roadsides, in the fencerows, and in the odd areas of fields that aren’t accessible.  However, I believe there are hundreds, possibly thousands of prairies lying silently under the cool season grass pastures, just waiting to be set free.  

The process involves removing the cattle in the late summer to allow for the cool season grasses to gain height, therefore building up a fuel source that can be burned the following spring.  Great success of this method has been used by the IDNR, Mount Ayr Wildlife Unit, resulting in fields of native prairie, without a seed planted.  

There is enormous potential!  The “problem” is integrating these rejuvenated prairies into a pasture rotation.  We need to show the benefits to livestock and compensate farmers for the time that the pasture sits idle during restoration.  We need to work with farmers to make prairies a beneficial component in their operation.  
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